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(57) Abstract: Method and apparatus for transforming a plurality of standard-size shipping containers into a finished multi-level 
building structure of a scale to accommodate humans. Each of the illustrated shipping containers has an open generally rectangular 
center structural frame which supports panels to provide exterior base, end and top walls. A pair of movable side walls, each having 
a structural frame and wall panel, are connected to the center frame to complete the enclosure. The containers hold wall and roof 
sections. Initially the containers are stacked atop one another with their base walls at the bottom. Then, starting at the lowermost 
container, the side walls, which are hingedly connected along their bottom edges to the center frame, are opened by being pivoted 
outwardly, downwardly to provide extended floor portions that are in general horizontal alignment with the associated base wall. 
Then support structures or members are secured to that extended floor portions to provide support for the extended floor portions 
of the next higher level. Next, the moveable side walls of the next higher container are similarly opened and secured to the support 
members so as to generally vertically align with the extended floor portions below them. This continues until all the stacked con- 
tainers have been opened. Finally, wall and roof panels stored in the containers are removed and installed. 
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